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ownership of the Nebraska Power Company, one of the great old-time behemoths. The result is that Nebraska (not Washington or Oregon which might claim the distinction or Tennessee which does claim it) is the first public power state in the nation.
Finally a word on Omaha (population 223,844). This is one of the most masculine cities in America. It is a great place for aggressive hi-jinks on Saturday night; it has more night clubs, so-called, than any city between Chicago and San Francisco except, perhaps, Kansas City, Missouri. Omaha is one of the most active cattle markets and meatpacking centers in the world; it is the jumping-off place of the Union Pacific; nine other major railways serve it (of which seven were insolvent in IQ3722). It is full of dust, guts, noise, and pith; what it lacks mostly is effective civic leadership. Omaha, like Kansas City, is one of the biggest cities in the country where local journalism is a monopoly; the only newspaper (it exists however in morning and evening editions) is the World Herald. Its leading citizens are, aside from the distinguished editors of this paper, a real estate and department store man named George Brandeis, and of course William Martin Jeffers of the Union Pacific, who started work as a janitor and who is reputedly so tough that he breaks half dollars with his teeth.
22 Cf. Five Cities, by George R. Leighton, p. 229, which contains a masterful sketch of Omaha.